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Symposium Overview

Photo Credit Michael Eason: Hunnemannia fumariifolia, Big Bend National
Park, Brewster CO, TX, 02/23/2019

The NPSOT 2022 Hybrid Fall Symposium is coming to Alpine Texas! This year’s
event will take place September 22-25 and focus on conserving native plants in the
West Texas area known as the Trans-Pecos region. It has registration options for
both in-person events in Alpine and for on-line events for virtual access.

Event Overview

The centrally-located Alpine Civic Center will serve as the symposium
headquarters with NPSOT group-rate lodging available 6 minutes away. The event
schedule includes a reception on Thursday evening, followed by speakers on Friday
morning with a choice of field trips in the afternoon, a free night that evening or
optional Friday-evening reception, more speakers and panel sessions on Saturday,
and an awards banquet on Saturday night. Participants will also have the
opportunity to participate in our silent auction and quilt raffle, and see vendor and
exhibitor displays at the Alpine Civic Center. In addition, we have prepared a list of
suggested self-guided field trips for those traveling on Thursday and Sunday. This
event has been planned by the NPSOT 2022 Fall Symposium Committee, and the
symposium logo has been designed by Ellen Ruggia of the Alpine TX design firm,
Vast Graphics.

About the Trans-Pecos Region

Excerpted by permission of the author from “Wildflowers of Texas (A Timber Press
Field Guide)” by Michael Eason, who is NPSOT’s Senior Botanical Advisor:

The Trans-Pecos region is perhaps the most breathtaking area of
Texas. This area is also referred to as the Chihuahuan Desert,
although the Chihuahuan Desert extends farther east, technically.
The Trans-Pecos is a typical basin-range system—there is vast
elevation change and a myriad of vegetation types; in fact, it is the
most botanically diverse area of Texas. The indicator species for this
ecoregion is Agave lechuguilla; however, other species such as
Fouquieria splendens and Larrea tridentata are often used. There
are various maps that give different boundaries for the Chihuahuan
Desert ecoregion, but in Texas as it generally spans the entire area
west of the Pecos River, and covers a small portion east of the Pecos
from Loving south into Val Verde County. The underlying substrate
and soil type vary throughout the region. Limestone and igneous
soils are common, as are gypseous soils. Rainfall averages around 13
inches per year, with most of the precipitation falling during the
summer monsoons.

The sky islands give rise to stands of Cupressus arizonica (Arizona
Cypress), Pinus ponderosa (ponderosa pine), and the occasional
remnant colonies of Populus tremuloides (aspen). Pinyon-oak-
juniper woodlands dominate upper elevations, mixed grass and
shrublands flourish at mid elevations, and open, sparse desert
vegetation populates lower elevations. In these lower elevations are
vast stands of ocotillo, creosote, and other shrubby plants. Many
rare species can be found throughout this region, whether in the
higher elevations of the sky islands, or in the lower elevations, where
species may be dependent on a particular soil or substrate.
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Venues

Alpine Civic Center in Alpine, Texas

The centrally-located Alpine Civic Center will be the primary venue for the 2022
Fall Symposium. Our Friday and Saturday plenary sessions, the awards banquet,
vendor, exhibitor, and sponsor displays, and the silent auction and raffle activities
will take place at this facility. It is located at 801 W Holland Ave, Alpine, TX 79830.

Quarter Circle 7 Event Pavilion

The Thursday evening Welcome Reception will take place at the Event Pavilion of
the Quarter Circle 7 Hotel. The hotel is located at 2800 West Hwy 90, Alpine,
Texas 79830.

Chihuahuan Desert Research Institute

The Friday evening reception (an add-on event) will take place at Chihuahuan
Desert Research Institute (CDRI): Chihuahuan Desert Nature Center & Botanical
Gardens in the foothills of the Davis Mountains at 5,100 ft. elevation. The CDRI
Chihuahuan Desert Nature Center & Botanical Gardens are located at 43869 State
Hwy 118, Fort Davis, TX 79734.
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Lodging

Special Hotel Rates for NPSOT 2022
Symposium Attendees
Call these hotels to ask for the Native Plant Society of Texas group rate to obtain a
discount.

Quality Inn:

Book by 09/22/22 to obtain our group rate
2401 US-90, Alpine, TX 79830
(432) 837-1530
King and queen/double rooms available, $129 + tax

Holiday Inn Express:

08/11/22 UPDATE: NPSOT BLOCK IS FULL!
Group rate is no longer available. 
2004 US-90, Alpine, TX 79830
(432) 837-9597

Bed & Breakfast, Guest Rentals &
Hotels
This is a list of other lodging options provided by the City of Alpine. NPSOT
Discounts do not apply to these options.

Camping
Alpine RV Parks & Campgrounds:

This link provides a list from rvlife.com of 17 RV parks in campgrounds in or near
Alpine, TX, including Alpine, Fort Davis, Marfa, and Marathon, and with filters for
park types, features, hookups, and more.
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HOTELS & LODGING The City of Alpine is encouraging everyone to follow all
recommendations from the CDC and local public health experts to the letter.
Currently, this includes avoiding any unnecessary travel and we suggest that anyone
planning a trip … Continue reading
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Registration Options
In-person registration for the Symposium is now closed, but you can still register
to join us VIRTUALLY!

VIRTUAL OPTIONS:

Online Registration Type Price

Non-Member Online Event
Included: live access to plenary speaker presentations, annual
meeting of members, and awards banquet; plenary recording
links emailed to registrants approximately two weeks after the
event

$60

Member Online Event
Included: live access to plenary speaker presentations, annual
meeting of members, and awards banquet; plenary recording
links emailed to registrants approximately two weeks after the
event

$40

IN-PERSON OPTIONS – CLOSED!
Click on your preferred event type below to begin the registration process. Up to
four attendees are allowed per registration transaction. The registrant is charged
for each attendee they register based on the choices selected.

If you are selecting a 3-Day Package option or a Friday Single-Day option, you will
want to review the field trip options on this website before registering. (Field trip
details are not available on the registration site. The field trip selection made
during registration is final and cannot be changed at the Symposium.)

When making your selections, be sure the radio button or the check box is selected
for each option you want to choose!

For assistance or questions, email admin-assist@npsot.org. (Please note response
will be fastest during office hours of Tuesday 9-1, Wednesday 3-5, and Thursday 9-
1.)

THREE-DAY BASE & BANQUET PACKAGES:
Packages allow attendees to engage in all three days of symposium activities
09/22/22-09/24/22.

All BASE Packages include Thursday night social appetizers & drink tickets;
Friday & Saturday continental breakfast, lunch & all day refreshments; plenary
sessions; choice of field trip; vendor & exhibitor access; live online access to
plenary sessions; event recordings; and, as space allows, an add-on Friday evening
reception for a fee.

All BANQUET Packages include everything in the BASE Package as well as
admission to the Saturday evening BYOB dinner and awards event.

NPSOT Members, students/educators receive discounted package rates, but must
be logged to their NPSOT account to receive them.

When Registering for Any Base or Banquet Package: Be sure to choose
your lunch menus, field trip, Thursday night reception RSVP, and if applicable,
Friday evening registration add-on for each attendee. Review your choices on the
“Event Registration Summary” page before you select the “Complete Registration”
button.

3-DAY PACKAGE TYPE
PRICE

Non-Member BANQUET Package $235

Member BANQUET Package $190

Non-Member Student/Educator BANQUET Package $165

Member Student/Educator BANQUET Package $135

Non-Member BASE Package $195

Member BASE Package $150

Non-Member Student/Educator BASE Package $125

Member Student/Educator BASE Package $95

SINGLE-DAY EVENT OPTIONS:
Friday-Only Event and Saturday-Only Event registrations allow attendees to
register for one day of the symposium, with the limitations noted below.

NPSOT Members receive discounted single-day event rates, but must be logged to
their NPSOT account to receive them.

SINGLE-DAY EVENT TYPE PRICE

Non-Member FRIDAY ONLY Option
Included: Friday continental breakfast, lunch, & all day
refreshments; Friday plenary sessions; choice of field trip;
vendor & exhibitor access
Not Included: Friday evening reception; this optional event is
available as an ADD-ON session for an additional fee

When Registering: Choose your field trip option and your
Friday lunch menu. 

$95

Member FRIDAY ONLY Option
Included: Friday continental breakfast, lunch, & all day
refreshments; Friday plenary sessions; choice of field trip;
vendor & exhibitor access
Not Included: Friday evening reception, this optional event is
available as an ADD-ON session for an additional fee

When Registering: Choose your field trip option and your
Friday lunch menu. 

$75

Non-Member SATURDAY ONLY Option
Included: Saturday continental breakfast, lunch, & all day
refreshments; Saturday plenary sessions
Not Included: Saturday evening BYOB dinner and awards
event 

When Registering: Choose your Saturday lunch menu. 

$95

Member SATURDAY ONLY Option
Included: Saturday continental breakfast, lunch, & all day
refreshments; Saturday plenary sessions
Not Included: Saturday evening BYOB dinner and awards
event

When Registering: Choose your Saturday lunch menu. 

$75

Non-Member SATURDAY ONLY + BANQUET Option
Included: Saturday continental breakfast, lunch, & all day
refreshments; Saturday plenary sessions; Saturday evening
BYOB dinner and awards event

When Registering: Choose your Saturday lunch menu.

$135

Member SATURDAY ONLY + BANQUET Option
Included: Saturday continental breakfast, lunch, & all day
refreshments; Saturday plenary sessions; Saturday evening
BYOB dinner and awards event

When Registering: Choose your Saturday lunch menu.

$115

GUEST OPTIONS:
Guest options provide registration for meals for guests that are traveling with a
conference attendee, or for vendors’ and exhibitors’ meals & refreshments.

GUEST MEAL TYPE PRICE

Guest Friday Lunch
Included: box lunch & refreshment option on Friday; vendor &
exhibitor access.
Not Included: Any events

When Registering: Choose your Friday lunch menu. 

$25

Guest Saturday Lunch
Included: box lunch & refreshment option on Saturday;
vendor & exhibitor access.
Not Included: Any event or Saturday awards banquet

When Registering: Choose your Saturday lunch menu. 

$25

Saturday Evening BANQUET ONLY
Included: Saturday Evening BYOB dinner and awards event.
Not Included: Lunch or any other events. 

$40

Guest Friday & Saturday Lunches
Included: box lunch & refreshment options on Friday and
Saturday; vendor & exhibitor access.
Not Included: Any events

$50

Guest Friday & Saturday Lunches + BANQUET
Included: box lunch & refreshment options on Friday and
Saturday; vendor & exhibitor access; Saturday evening BYOB
dinner and awards event.
Not Included: Any other events

$90
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Friday Field Trips
Attendance for most field trips is limited, and consequently the field trip
selection made during event registration is final and cannot be changed
at the Symposium. Please review possible choices below and ensure you are
comfortable with the option you are choosing. For assistance or questions, please
email admin-assist@npsot.org. (Please note response will be fastest during office
hours of Tuesday 9-1, Wednesday 3-5, and Thursday 9-1.)

The following field trips are registration options for Friday afternoon. Selection is
required at the time of symposium registration. Maps and car-pooling
opportunities will be available at the symposium. Distance and travel times are
estimated from the Alpine Civic Center.

F-01. The Nature Conservancy (TNC) – Marathon Grasslands Preserve
Tour
30.311603,-103.118294, ~10 miles north of Marathon, TX toward Fort Stockton on
HW 385.385 
42 miles, 40 min

Description: A private, guided tour of the Marathon Grassland Preserve which is
closed to the public. Located in the northern portion of the Marathon Basin region,
the 2,701-acre preserve is comprised of diverse grasslands that extend up to the
Glass Mountains. The preserve represents some of the most diverse Chihuahuan
Desert grassland habitat in Texas and supports an array of wildlife, including
migratory raptors and grassland birds, pronghorn, kit foxes, burrowing owls,
golden eagles and the federally endangered northern aplomado falcon. The
Conservancy’s work at Marathon Grasslands Preserve highlights conservation-
friendly ranching techniques and complements more than two decades of
conservation work in the Davis Mountains and Marfa grasslands.

Information
Liability Release

Leader: Kaylee French, West Texas Education and Outreach Coordinator, The
Nature Conservancy
Difficulty: Easy to Moderate; there are no trails, but the landscape is very flat, and
there won’t be a lot of walking, mainly driving, stopping, and getting out to look
around.
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: No
Start Time/Duration:  ~2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Maximum number of attendees:  30
Fees: None
Facilities: None
Other: Signed Liability Release Required

From Alpine Civic Center: https://goo.gl/maps/SH1XZwKvaDPVC7s5A 
E on US-67 N/US-90 E/W Holland Ave toward N 12th St. Keep right to continue
on US-90. Turn left onto US-385 N and travel ~ 9 miles. Main entrance gate will be
on the left-hand side of the road. There will be a tall green pipe entrance with The
Nature Conservancy’s sign attached to the gate.

F-02. Sul Ross Greenhouse Visit and Plant Sale
SRSU Greenhouse behind the Warnock Science Building
Sul Ross State University, US-90, Alpine, TX 79832 
1.3 miles, 5 min

Description: A self-guided visit to one of three SRSU Plant Resources Center
Greenhouses (a second greenhouse may also be open). A plant sale will also take
place outside of the greenhouses and include a selection of native trees, shrubs,
perennials, cacti, and other arid adapted plants. All plants were grown from local
seed and/or cuttings. Karen Little, who manages the greenhouses, will also be
available to answer questions.

Information
Campus Map
Plant List – to be available in September

Leader:  Karen Little, Environmental Lab Manager, Sul Ross State University
Difficulty: Easy to Moderate. If construction is not completed, there will be an
uphill climb to the greenhouse. If volunteers are not available to assist, must carry
plants back to your car.
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: No
Start Time/Duration:  ~1:30 pm – 3:30 pm
Maximum number of attendees:  No limit
Fees: None
Facilities: Yes
Other: Cash and Checks only for plant sale, no debit or credit cards

From Alpine Civic Center:https://goo.gl/maps/bFob8euNgGVyCnR97East on W
Holland Ave toward N 12th St, Left onto N 5th St, Right at the 2nd cross street onto
E Sul Ross Ave

F-03. Twin Sisters Natives Tour and Plant Sale
605 S Cactus St, Alpine, TX 79830
1 mile, 3 min

Description: A nursery tour of Twin Sisters Natives and a native plant sale. Twin
Sisters Natives specializes in mostly seed-grown plants which are native to Trans-
Pecos Texas and adjacent areas and will have a selection of some of the more
unusual native plants as well as old favorites for sale.

Information

Leader: Patty Manning, Twin Sisters Natives Owner
Difficulty: Easy, flat dirt and gravel paths
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: Marginal; no gain in grades, but some slight obstacles
to overcome, such as low cedar posts to go over
Start Time/Duration: ~2 pm – 4 pm
Maximum number of attendees:  20
Fees: None
Facilities:  Yes
Other: Cash and Checks only for plant sale, no debit or credit cards

From Alpine Civic Center: https://goo.gl/maps/m1BZs23DfqbkcTk48
East on Holland Ave. and Right on 11th St.  Cross the RR tracks and turn Right on
Gallego Ave.  continue W for approx. 12 blocks and turn left on S. Means St.  After
crossing Ave. I, the road becomes S. Cactus St.  Turn Right at 2nd driveway after -
Ave. I.  The mailbox says 605.

F-04. Sul Ross Herbarium Tour and Talk
Warnock Science Building
Sul Ross State University, US-90, Alpine, TX 79832 
1.3 miles, 5 min

Description: A tour and talk by Dr. A. Michael Powell, the Distinguished Professor
Emeritus in Biology and Director of the Sul Ross State University Herbarium
(SRSC). The herbarium is housed in Room 103 of the Warnock Science Building.
Initially developed in 1927 with around 400 plant specimens and now houses over
100,000 and occupies an entire wing of the basement. This collection of plant
specimens at SRSU, which focuses on the flora of the Trans-Pecos, is uniquely
organized geographically as an incredible boon to anyone exploring its cabinets of
pressed plants. The herbarium is an incredible regional resource that is available to
and utilized by researchers all over the world across a wide range of disciplines.
This collection, which is curated by Dr. Powell, is also a valuable teaching resource
for undergraduate and graduate students and any professors dealing with the
natural sciences. This event will also include a discussion of the Dr. Powell’s book
“The Flowering Plants of the Trans-Pecos and Adjacent Areas.”

Information
More Information
Campus Map

Leader:  Dr. A Michael Powell, Sul Ross State University
Difficulty: Easy
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: Yes
Start Time/Duration:  ~1:30 pm – 3:00 pm
Maximum number of attendees:  20
Fees: None
Facilities: Yes

From Alpine Civic Center:https://goo.gl/maps/bFob8euNgGVyCnR97East on W
Holland Ave toward N 12th St, Left onto N 5th St, Right at the 2nd cross street onto
E Sul Ross Ave.

F-05. Dixon Water Foundation-Alamito Creek Preserve Hike
Mimms Unit Office (Meeting location)
1001 North Austin St, Marfa, TX 79843
58 miles, 57 mins

Description: A hike in The Dixon Water Foundation Alamito Creek Preserve,
several miles south of Mimms Unit in Presidio County. Whereas many other creeks
in far West Texas have lost their bank-side tree canopy, this beautiful stretch of
Alamito (Spanish for “little cottonwood”) is still lined by a thriving cottonwood
community. Land owners, students, and non-profit groups visit the Alamito Creek
Preserve to learn about desert riparian areas, land management, water
conservation, birds, and many other subjects. The hike will travel 1-1.5 miles up the
creek bed, which is the most unique ecological site on the ranch, for approximately
1.5-2 hours. The hike may include opportunities to see desert grassland uplands
adjacent to the creek that host shrub communities to mixed grass and shrub
communities, a game camera and some small pools, and travel near what used to
be a zone-tailed hawk nest.

Information
Video

Leader: Philip Boyd, Director of Science and Communications.
Difficulty:  Moderate; mostly flat, but gravely and rocky at times  
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: No
Start Time:  Meeting at Mimms Unit Office at 1:45 pm, Hike start time at ~2:15 pm
Hike Duration: ~2:15 pm – 4:15 pm 
Maximum number of attendees:  15
Fees:  None
Facilities:  None
Other: Hikers will meet at the Mimms Unit Office and then carpool to the hike
entry site.
From Alpine Civic Center: 
Head east on W Holland Ave toward N 12th St. Turn Left at the first cross-street
onto US-90 W/W Ave E. Continue to follow US-90 W. Turn Right onto N Austin
St.

F-06. Marfa Garden “The Wonders of Dry Desert Plants” Tour
1000 N Capote Street, Marfa, TX
~32 miles, ~28 min

Description: A tour of the garden featured in the book “Marfa Garden:  The
Wonders of Dry Desert Plants” led by the author and landscape designer Jim
Martinez. “Marfa Garden” is a full-color celebration of more than sixty flowering
plants of the Chihuahuan Desert and neighboring regions. The desert, North
America’s second largest at 140,000 square miles, spans West Texas, parts of New
Mexico and Arizona, and northern Mexico. It is a surprising showcase for colorful
plant diversity. This garden’s recognition has included a PBS episode of Garden Fit,
and the 2021 book “Under Western Skies: Visionary Gardens from the Rocky
Mountains to the Pacific Coast.”

Information
More Information
Video – Garden to 11min, 30 sec

Leader:  Jim Martinez, author and landscape designer
Difficulty: Easy
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: Yes; the pathways are mostly shredded wood
chippings. There are some areas of gravel that may be a little harder to manage on
a wheelchair.
Start Time/Duration: 1:30 pm – 4:30 PM
Maximum number of attendees:  20
Fees: None
Facilities:  Yes

From Alpine Civic Center: 
Head east on W Holland Ave toward N 12th St. Turn Left onto N 11th St.
Turn Left at the first cross street onto US-90 W/W Ave E. Follow US-90 W to
Marfa.

On arriving in Marfa via US Hwy 90, there is a 4-way stop at HWY 90 and
Highland Ave. Continue thru this intersection. Turn Right at the next intersection
(Austin Street) and continue on Austin Street to Columbia Street (4-way Stop). You
will make a Left onto W Columbia and follow it until it ends at Ridge Street. Turn
Right and follow Ridge street to Fourth Street.  Turn Left at Fourth Street and
follow it to Capote Street.

Parking is along Capote Street (unpaved).

F-07. Caldwell Ranch Tour 
2 Caldwell Ranch Road, Fort Davis, TX 79734
~53 miles, 1.2 hours

Description: A private tour of the Caldwell Ranch near The Nature Conservancy
Davis Mountains Preserve. This pristine high-elevation ranch offers a unique
opportunity to explore Davis Mountain vegetation communities in an area
normally closed to the public. Depending on rainfall, the ranch will have diversity
including native penstemons, golden rod, gay feather, Indian paintbrush, sumac,
and Apache rose. Trees include pine, emery oak, grey oak, red okay, sycamore,
black walnut, and wild Cherry. 

Leader:  Pam and Will Harte, owners
Difficulty: Moderate; uneven and unimproved trails
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: No
Start Time/Duration:  ~2:30 – 4:30 pm
Maximum number of attendees:  20
Fees: None
Facilities: Yes
Other:  Any photos taken during the field trip are for private use only, and may not
be shared publicly, e.g., online. Vehicles with high clearance are recommended.

From Alpine Civic Center: https://goo.gl/maps/Mvc8ENJF2dXmoR949
Head east on W Holland Ave toward N 12th St. Turn Left onto TX-118 N/N 5th St.
Continue to follow TX-118 N. Turn Left to stay on TX-118 N. Turn Right onto
Caldwell Ranch Rd.

F-08. The Nature Conservancy’s Madera Canyon Trail Guided Hike
Madera Canyon Roadside Park, Fort Davis, TX 79734
~32 miles, ~28 min

Description:  A guided hike of the Nature Conservancy’s Madera Canyon Trail led
by a member of the NPSOT Big Bend Chapter. This 2.4 mile round trip loop offers
a glimpse into The Nature Conservancy’s Davis Mountains Preserve, a unique sky
island with plants and animals found nowhere else in the world. After crossing
Madera Creek, the trail winds through pinyon-oak-juniper woodlands to a scenic
view of 8,378 foot Mount Livermore. The cliff tops offer a beautiful overlook of
Madera Canyon.

Visitor Map
More Information

Leader:  TBD
Difficulty: Moderate with most of the trail on sloping terrain
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: No
Start Time/Duration: 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Maximum number of attendees:  20
Fees: None
Facilities:  Yes

From Alpine Civic Center: 
Head east on W Holland Ave toward N 12th St Turn left onto TX-118 N/N 5th St.
Continue to follow TX-118 N Head north through Fort Davis on Hwy 118 North
(left) and continue for 24 miles. The road takes you up almost 1,000 feet and winds
around the mountains and past the McDonald Observatory. Eight miles past the
Observatory, turn left at the first entrance into the Lawrence E. Wood Picnic Area,
and the trailhead is on your immediate left.

F-09. Civic Center Videos & Activities
Alpine Civic Center, Alpine, TX 79830
0 miles, 0 min

Description: Attendees can remain in the Alpine Civic Center following the Friday
morning plenary sessions and watch a variety of videos and participate in activities
(videos and activities TBD). Attendees are free to come and go at any time during
the event.

Leader:  TBD
Difficulty: Easy
Wheelchair/ADA accessible: Yes
Start Time/Duration: 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Maximum number of attendees:  Unlimited
Fees: None
Facilities:  Yes
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Schedule
For the schedule of events streaming online, click here: VIRTUAL SCHEDULE

For a printable PDF version of the In-person events, click here: IN-PERSON
SCHEDULE

Or for the schedule of in-person events, see below:

Thursday, September 22nd

Time Activity

All Day Self-guided field trips on the way to Alpine.

6:00 – 7:30 pm  Welcome Reception (Pavillion at Quarter Circle 7)

Friday, September 23rd

Time Activity

7:30 –
1:00 pm

Exhibits, Vendors, Poster Sessions, Silent Auction 

8:45 –
9:00 am

Welcome

9:00 –
10:00 am

Michael Eason – Overview of West Texas Chihuahuan
Desert Plant Community

10:00 –
11:00 am

Patty Manning – Vegetation of the Hovey Dome Formation
on the Boot Ranch in Brewster County, TX

11:00 –
12:00 pm

Dr. Lynn Loomis – Trans-Pecos Geology, Climate, and
Vegetation Zones

12:00 –
1:00 pm

Pick up Lunch Boxes

1:00 –
5:00 pm

Field Trips – carpooling recommended

1:30 –
3:15 pm

Screening of “Deep in the Heart: A Texas Wildlife Story”
(Virtual streaming & Alpine Civic Center)

5:00 –
6:30 pm

Chihuahaun Desert Research Inst Reception (additional fee)

Saturday, September 24th

Time Activity

7:30 am
– 6:00
pm

Exhibits, Vendors, Poster Sessions

7:30 am
– 5:15
pm

Silent Auction

8:45 –
9:00
am

Opening Remarks and Welcome

9:00 –
10:00
am

Jeff Keeling – Vegetation of the Southern Half of The Nature
Conservacy Davis Mountains Preserve

10:00 –
11:00
am

Chris Best and Carolyn Whiting – Guadalupe Fescue (Festuca
ligulata):
A Rare Grass in Big Bend National Park 

11:00 –
12:00
pm

Colin Shackelford – West Texas Native Seed Project

12:00 –
1:00 pm

Annual Meeting of the Members (Pick up Lunch Boxes)

1:15 –
2:45 pm

Panel Session – Independent Growers – History, Challenges,
Solutions

3:00 –
4:30
pm

Panel Session – Impacts and Control of Trans-Pecos Invasives

4:30 –
5:15 pm

Silent Auction and Quilt Raffle (Item pick up 6 – 6:45 pm)

6:45 –
9:30
pm

Awards Banquet (additional fee)

7:20-
7:45 pm

Banquet Speaker Presentation: Michael Eason – Building
Collaborative Efforts to Increase Diversity in the Native
Plant Trade

7:45-
9:30
pm

Banquet Presentation: Awards

Sunday, September 25th

Time Activity

9:00 am – 10:00 am NPSOT Executive Board Meeting

All day Self-guided field trips on the way out of Alpine.

Home→Fall Symposium→Schedule
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Auction & Raffle

2022 Quilt Details for a raffle to be held at the 09/24 NPSOT Fall Symposium
Banquet

Silent Auction Details

The silent auction will be set up in the Alpine Civic Center along with exhibits and
vendors. During the symposium, donations will be accepted Friday morning,
09/23 through Saturday afternoon, 09/24. If you are unable to attend the
symposium and cannot coordinate with someone who is, please email Renata Lucia
at admin-assist@npsot.org for mailing instructions. Mailed items must be received
by 09/09.

All items must be accompanied by a bid sheet with the name, description of the
item, estimated item value and suggested opening bid completed. Twenty percent
of the estimated value is recommended for the suggested opening bid.

Please note that donations do not have to be expensive or related to native plants.
Whether it is a gift certificate to a favorite restaurant or store, an admired book
that you want to pass on to another native plant lover, or perhaps a treasure of
your own making, each donation contributes to a very worthwhile cause. Items of
local interest are especially popular.

Quilt Raffle Details

The 2022 raffle quilt was made by member Liz Moyer; see the image for raffle
details. Raffle tickers are available from NPSOT Chapter Leaders and at the
symposium until the 09/24 drawing at the symposium banquet.

About the Proceeds

Proceeds from the silent auction go toward the Kate Hillhouse Scholarship Fund
and to the Ann Miller Gonzalez Research Grant Fund. Kate Hillhouse and Ann
Miller Gonzalez were early supporters of Texas native plants and were devoted to
preserving our area native plants thus funds generated from these two events
provide us with a way to honor them. Please help us make this year’s symposium a
great success by participating in these events!

Silent Auction Volunteers Are Needed

The Silent Auction Committee is asking for volunteers to help during the
symposium. If you can volunteer for the silent auction or have any questions about
the auction, please contact Betsy Farris, Co-Chair of the 2022 Silent Auction.

Home→Fall Symposium→Auction & Ra,e
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Self-Guided Field Trips

What to do when coming and going
This is a collection of interesting stops and field trips you can take on your own
while traveling to and from the symposium or during down time. There are no
organized field trips planned for Thursday or Sunday.

No NPSOT registration is required, but please check the link for any site of interest
to plan your visit with regard to directions, hours, tickets and registrations,
accessibility, and possible changes due to Covid-19, weather, fire-risk, road
closures, or maintenance.

IN OR NEAR THE SYMPOSIUM AREA, 
Alpine/Marfa/Fort Davis locations; ~30 min or less from Alpine:

Alpine Historic Walking Tour
https://historicalpine.org/historic-walking-tour/

Museum of the Big Bend, 400 N Harrison St C-101, Alpine, TX 79832
https://www.museumofthebigbend.com/

Chihuahuan Desert Research Institute (CDRI): Chihuahuan Desert
Nature Center & Botanical Gardens, 
43869 State Hwy 118, Fort Davis, TX 79734
http://www.cdri.org/
https://g.page/CDRINatureCenter?share
Symposium registrants will receive coupons for half off admission.

Paisano Pass & Paisano Pass Volcano, US 90 Between Alpine and Marfa
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/paisano-pass
https://youtu.be/JSmVHcnoakM

Paisano Pass Rest Stop with Roadside Interpretive Exhibit, US 90, 5
miles east of Alpine
https://goo.gl/maps/bzoFjfnV8G71MDWH9 
https://visitbigbend.com/paisano-pass-volcano/

Chinati Foundation, 1 Cavalry Row, Marfa, TX 79843
https://chinati.org/

Outdoor Viewing of Artworks and Grasslands:
https://chinati.org/visit-chinati/outdoor-viewing/

Marfa Lights Viewing Area, US 90, 9 miles east of Marfa
https://goo.gl/maps/e8R63HyG7hSKJGmy7
https://texasmountaintrail.com/plan-your-adventure/historic-sites-and-
cities/sites/marfa-lights-viewing-site

Evening Star Party at McDonald Observatory, 3640 Dark Sky Dr, Fort
Davis, TX 79734
https://mcdonaldobservatory.org/visitors/programs/evening-programs

Star Party Tickets Dates, which sell out early: Tuesday 09/20, Friday 09/23,
Sat 09/24 
https://mcdonaldobservatory.org/visitors/programs/evening-programs

EAST, SOUTHEAST, WEST, & NORTHWEST OF ALPINE

Eaton Hill Nature Center, Sonora, TX 76950; ~3 hours west of Alpine
https://eatonhillnaturecenter.org/

Crockett County Interpretive Trail & Visitor Center Park, Ozona, TX
76943, I 10; ~2.5 hr west of Alpine 
https://www.ozona.com/crockett-county-interpretive-trail-visitor-center-park

Trail Map and Plant List:
https://www.ozona.com/storage/UserFileFolder/2019_Trail_Brochure_2.pdf

Warnock Park, US-385, Fort Stockton, TX 79735; ~55 min west of Alpine
https://goo.gl/maps/g8zxMhiTZr2NvpAf9

Odessa Meteor Crater, 5599 Meteor Crater Rd, Odessa, TX 79763, I 20; ~2.25
hr northwest of Alpine
https://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/26091
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/meteor-crater-at-odessa

The Ten Far West Texas Wildlife Trails
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/fwtx
“Encompassing an area from El Paso to Midland-Odessa and down to the Rio
Grande’s border with Mexico, this map helps visitors discover a blend of natural
and cultural resources such as historic structures, forts and ancient pictographs as
well as a chance to trek through the rugged outdoors. Watch for Montezuma Quail,
black-tailed jackrabbit and Cactus Wren to name a few.” 

Trails of interest include:

Marathon-Alpine Loop, along SH 285, US 90, and SH 118, nearby east and
southeast of Alpine
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/fwtx/marathon-
alpine-loop

Elephant Mountain Wildlife Management Area
Gage Gardens
Post Pena Colorado Park
Black Gap Wildlife Management Area

Davis Mountains Loop, along US 20 & US 90, west & northwest of Alpine
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/fwtx/davis-
mountains-loop

Balmorhea State Park
Balmorhea Lake
Sandia Springs Wetlands
Chihuahuan Desert Nature Center
Mountain Trails Lodge & Outdoor Learning Center
Davis Mountains State Park and Indian Lodge

Permian Basin West Loop, along US 90 & I 10, northwest of Alpine
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/fwtx/permian-basin-
west-loop

Rooney Park and Historic Fort Native Garden
Imperial Reservoir
Pearson Park
Monahans Sandhills State Park

Nueces Loop, along US 90 & US 277, southeast of Alpine
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/hotw/nueces-loop

Kickapoo Cavern State Park/Devil’s Sinkhole State Natural Area
Ledge Water Campground
Park Chalk Bluff
Open V Ranch
Cooks Slough Nature Park
Fort Inge Historical Park
Uvalde Fish Hatchery

North Rio Bravo Loop, along US 90 & US 277, southeast of Alpine
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/wildlife-trails/hotw/north-rio-bravo-
loop

Triple R Resort RV Park
Rio Bravo Nature Center
Eagle Pass Hydro Plant Road
TxDOT Canyon Grande Roadside Park
San Felipe Creek
Paseo de Los Ninos Nature Trail
Laguna de Plata
Del Rio Duck Ponds
Lake Amistad National Recreation Area
Seminole Canyon State Park and Historic Site
White Shaman Preserve
TxDOT Roy Bean Information Center
Devils River State Natural Area
Fort Clark Springs
US 90 Brackettville Rest Stop

NORTH OF ALPINE

The Nature Conservancy’s Madera Canyon Trail, Fort Davis, TX 79734, SH
118; ~1 hr north of Alpine
NOTE: Adjacent to the Davis Mountains Preserve; Davis Mountains Preserve will
not be open during the symposium)
https://www.nature.org/content/dam/tnc/nature/en/documents/TX-DMP-
Madera_Canyon_Visitor_Map.pdf
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/places-we-
protect/davis-mountains-preserve/?tab_q=tab_container-tab_element

Guadalupe Mountains National Park, Salt Flat, TX 79847; 2.5-3 hr from
Alpine
https://www.nps.gov/gumo/index.htm

SOUTH OF ALPINE

Big Bend National Park, TX 79834; ~1.25-1.5 hr from Alpine
https://www.nps.gov/bibe/index.htm

Terlingua “Ghost Town”, TX 79852; ~1.5 hr from Alpine
https://visitbigbend.com/terlingua/
https://visitbigbend.com/chisos-mine-terlingua/

Barton Warnock Vistor’s Center/Big Bend Ranch State Park, 70 hc,
Terlingua, TX 79852; ~1.5 hr from Alpine
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/barton-warnock
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/big-bend-ranch
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Exhibitors & Vendors
We are accepting applications for vendor booths, educational and speaker displays,
and sponsor contributions and displays at our Fall 2022 Symposium. Our venue,
the Alpine Civic Center, allows ample space for display tables alongside our plenary
session seating. If you would like to have a table at this event or be a symposium
sponsor, please contact us through this application form. If you have questions
beyond what is on the form, you can email Renata Lucia at admin-
assist@npsot.org. See below for the Vendor & Exhibitor Symposium Schedule.

Vast Graphics is an Alpine, TX
graphic design studio operated by
Chris Ruggia and Ellen Ruggia,
who also designed the
Symposium logo. Look for the
Vast Graphics vendor table
featuring notecards, art prints,
comics, stickers, and the silent
auction art print entry!

Thank you to our event sponsor
and exhibitor Chihuahuan Desert
Research Institute (CDRI):
Chihuahuan Desert Nature
Center & Botanical Gardens

Symposium registrants will receive a
coupon for half off CDRI admission!
Look for the CDRI exhibitor table and
the “Friend Membership” raffle entry!

More Exhibitors, and Vendors
coming soon!

Vendor & Exhibitor Schedule:
These are schedule details especially relevant to symposium vendors and
exhibitors. See the Schedule page to view more information.

THURSDAY

Alpine Civic Center

4:00-5:30 pm: Vendor/Exhibitor Set-up 

FRIDAY

Alpine Civic Center

7:00 am: Civic Center opens for Vendor/Exhibitors Check-in
Vendor & Exhibitor Area open until noon 

7:30-8:30 am: Civic Center opens for symposium participants,
breakfast.

8:45-11:45 am: Plenary Sessions
9:50–10:00 am: Attendee break; can visit vendors, exhibitors, & silent
auction
10:50–11:00 am: Attendee break; can visit vendors, exhibitors, & silent
auction

11:50 am -12:30 pm: Pick up Box Lunches
1:00 – 5:00 pm: Civic Center Videos;

Field trip alternative (many attendees will leave for other field trips).
Attendees can come and go from this event, & visit vendors, exhibitors, &
silent auction

SATURDAY

Alpine Civic Center

7:30 am: Civic Center opens for Vendor/Exhibitor Check-in
Vendor & Exhibitor Area open until 5:00 pm

7:30-8:30 am: Civic Center opens for symposium participants,
breakfast

8:45 am-5:00 pm: Plenary Sessions, Silent Auction
9:50–10:00 am: Attendee break; can visit vendors, exhibitors, & silent
auction
10:50–11:00 am: Attendee break; can visit vendors, exhibitors, & silent
auction
11:50 am-12:30 pm: Lunch
1:00–1:15 pm: Attendee break; can visit vendors, exhibitors, & silent auction
2:45–3:00 pm: Attendee break; can visit vendors, exhibitors, & silent
auction

5:00 pm Vendor/Exhibitor Area closes

SUNDAY

Alpine Civic Center

8:00 – 11:00 am Vendor/Exhibitor teardown
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Photo, Video, & Newsletter Contests

2021 Best in Show (Tie), Aquilegia longissima, Tom Lebsack, Chihuahuan Desert

It’s time for our annual contests for photos, videos, and chapter newsletters.
Winners will be announced during the fall symposium. You’ll also be able to see
them on our website and our social media channels.

Photo Contest

Once again this year our photo contest is divided into categories based on the 12
Level III ecoregions in Texas. Members may enter a photo in any or all of the
ecoregions. To enter you must be a current member of the Society, and submit your
entry between now and August 15. Entries will be judged by a panel. Complete
rules and instructions can be found online
at https://npsot.org/contests/PhotoContestRules.pdf

Video Contest

Lots of people got into making videos for the first time during the past year. So we
are expecting lots more entries in our video contest. Entries must be short – 5
minutes max! – and feature some aspect of native plants. It could be a plant
profile, something about a project, home landscaping, land stewardship, etc. Once
again you must be a member and submit your entry between now and August
15. Complete rules and instructions are
at https://npsot.org/contests/VideoContestRules.pdf

Newsletter Contest

The chapter newsletter contest is a little different. Only the chapter newsletter
editor or the president of that chapter can submit entries for the contest. Also if
you won the contest in the last three years you are not eligible for this year’s
contest. Before August 15 submit the three best issues of your newsletter from the
past twelve months, regardless of the frequency of issue. Newsletters may be
published weekly, monthly or any other frequency. Complete rules and instructions
may be found at https://npsot.org/contests/NewsletterContestForChapters.pdf.

Questions?

Contact Bill Hopkins at Bill.Hopkins@npsot.org
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Our Sponsors
Thank you to our sponsors! By becoming a sponsor, these organizations help
underwrite symposium costs and fulfill one of the basic tenets of our Society’s
mission – educating the general public about the need to conserve Texas native
plants. Donations also contribute to affordable symposium registration fees,
including lower student and educator rates, increasing access for those who want
to learn about the importance of native plants.

Sponsor level recognition includes:

Young’s Snowbells (Styrax platanifolius ssp. youngiae): $2500; Donor will
receive two 3-Day Banquet Tickets, and recognition on event website and in-
person agenda
Giant Coralroot (Hexalectris grandiflora): $1000; Donor will receive one 3-Day
Banquet Tickets, and recognition on event website and in-person agenda
Ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens): $500; Donor will receive recognition on event
website and banquet program
Spanish Dagger (Yucca faxoniana): $100; Donor will receive recognition on
event website and banquet program
Lechuguilla (Agave lechuguilla): Less than $100; Donor will receive recognition
on event website and banquet program

The Native Prairies Association of
Texas (NPAT) is
a nonprofit membership
organization and an accredited land
trust. Their mission is dedicated to the
conservation, restoration, and appreciation
of native prairies, savannas, and other
grasslands in Texas.

Chihuahuan Desert Research
Institute (CDRI): Chihuahuan
Desert Nature Center & Botanical
Gardens is an event sponsor
and exhibitor, and
Symposium registrants will
also receive a coupon for half
off CDRI admission. Look for
the CDRI exhibitor table and the
“Friend Membership” silent
auction entry.

Michael Eason is the head of the San
Antonio Botanical Garden rare plant
conservation department. He is also a
conservation botanist for Texas Flora,
disseminating information about the flora of
Texas and surrounding ecoregions. Our Big
Bend images and text are courtesy of
Michael Eason.

Vast Graphics is an Alpine,
TX graphic design studio
operated by Chris Ruggia and
Ellen Ruggia, who also
designed the Symposium
logo. Look for the Vast Graphics
vendor table featuring notecards,
art prints, comics, stickers, and the
silent auction art print entry!

Ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens) Level Sponsors

Linda Knowles

Photo Credit: Michael Eason

Spanish Dagger (Yucca faxoniana) Level
Sponsors:

Kirsti Harms
Irene Spurrier
Fred Koberg

Photo Credit: Michael Eason

Lechuguilla (Agave lechuguilla)
Level Sponsors:

Adeliza Tiffany
Betsy A. Farris
Brigid Berger
Carolyn Fannon
Carol Smith
Claire Sorenson
Colleen Murray
Corinna Benson
Dana Austin
Deb Manley
Donald Gerber
Elizabeth Bouchard
Elizabeth McGreevy
Eric Kaszynski
Hoven Riley
Jane Jamison
Jane Miller
Jane Tillman
Janet C. G. Hood
Jodi Thomas
Joel Dunnington
John Nikolatos
Leslie Bush
Marcia Braun
Margit Pap
Mark Biggs
Michael Eason
Nancy Wilson
Pamela Peck
Penny Villanueva
Rebecca Krug
Rebecca Rabon
Rick Travis
Rosalia Cubillos
Sharon Clark
Sue John
Susan Alvarado
Susan Brotman
Suzanne M. Tuttle
Teresa Maslonka
Terry Glaser
Theresa Posani
Vickie Kinder
Victoria A Wilson

Photo Credit: Michael Eason
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On-line Poster Sessions
These online poster sessions for the 2022 Fall Symposium are available as
downloadable pdfs links below the image gallery.

PDFs of the poster sessions:

Common Forbs of the Trans-Pecos: Field Lab Guide – Ty Goodwin, Jason Crosby,
Louis Harveson, and Justin French, Borderlands Research Institute

Introducing the University of North Texas Bird Campus Committee – Brand
Richter

Biodiversity of the Pecan Creek Pollinative Prairie – Brand Richter

Brand Richter 2021-2022 Report

The Effects of Abiotic and Biotic Stress on Carbon Allocation in Native Texas
Plants – Damla Cinoglu, Sarah K. Ortiz, Caroline E. Farrior, & Amelia A. Wolf

Home→Fall Symposium→On-line Poster Sessions
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Symposium FAQs

Photo Credit Michael Eason: Hunnemannia fumariifolia, Big Bend National
Park, Brewster CO, TX, 02/23/2019

This section will include anticipated and frequently asked Fall Symposium
questions throughout the registration period. If you need additional clarification,
please email admin-assist@npsot.org.

Can I get a coupon code?

Coupon codes are reserved for our event speakers and awardees, and are sent
directly to those eligible.

When does event registration end?

Registration for the in-person event in Alpine will end at 11:55 pm on September
14th (deadline extended)! Registration for the online event will end 11:55 on
September 21.

Are you accepting on-site registration for the in-person event?

No we are not. Please be sure to register for the in person event by the midnight on
September 14th!

What should I do if I want to make a change in my field trip
choice after I have registered?

You may not switch field trip sessions or register an additional field trip attendee at
the Symposium, due to the limited number of available sessions. Field trip changes
may ONLY be made immediately after registration, for example, if you realize
you’ve made a mistake during registration. Contact Renata Lucia at admin-
assist@npsot.org for help for assistance. (Please note response will be fastest
during office hours of Tuesday 9-1, Wednesday 3-5, and Thursday 9-1.)

The registration information says “Up to four attendees are
allowed per registration.” What does this mean, and what is the
difference between symposium registrants and attendees?

The person completing the registration form (including the payment information)
is the registrant. They can register up to four people to attend the symposium (the
attendees) in a single transaction. The registrant is charged for each attendee they
register based on the choices selected.

I’m already signed up, but want to register someone else. What do
I do?

The system defaults to including the registrant as an attendee but you can toggle
off the setting “registrant is an attendee.” This will prevent you from being
included and charged as an attendee on that transaction. It will not affect any
previous transaction.
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